
AP Studio Art  Summer Assignments 

Your choice of any 5 of these assignments are due the first week of school in August. You do not need to do all 

of them (but you can if you desire.)  The media is your choice. I refer to these as drawings, but they can be 
paintings or other media. 

Create each one to be a quality work of art. 
 
 

Challenge 1: Combine creativity with the ability to draw from observation. 

Using an H pencil (light marks) lightly draw in a grid 4 squares across and 3 squares down, dividing your paper 
into 12 equal sized drawing areas. Next, use a 4B pencil and in each area draw your hand from direct observation 
posed in a different way. Hold props to make it more interesting (for example: comb, fork, ticket stub etc.) Overlap 
each of the drawings so that the hands extend beyond the limitations of their grid. Erase the grid lines; they are 
NOT a permanent part of the drawing. The grid is a compositional aid not a part of the finished drawing.  
 
• If you think you are likely to do a 2-D Design portfolio, finish the drawing in a way that exaggerates a design 
principle. 
• If you think you are likely to submit a Drawing portfolio shade the drawing to make the forms look three-
dimensional. 
*CONTRAST and value will help make a better drawing. 
 

Challenge 2: Demonstrate ability to draw in a narrative style. 

Plan A.  A seated human figure (head to toe) in their environment  
Examples: Father in the garage, mother sitting somewhere reading, little brother sprawled out on floor watching 
TV, friend sitting on the floor with guitar, etc. (11 x 17 or larger)  
 
Plan B. A self portrait of yourself in your room which shows as much of your room as it does yourself. Use a 
dresser mirror or a dressing mirror to catch yourself as well as a significant amount of the room.  11” x 17” or 
larger 
 

Challenge 3: Demonstrate an ability to render form by placing an emphasis on value 
and tone. 
 
Plan A. Do a shaded drawing or painting of a still life drawing of kitchen utensils. 11” x 17” or larger 
 
Plan B. A drawing of an architectural structure: the entire building or an enlargement of a detail 
Examples: an old storage shed or barn, a section of an actual street, detail of the front of the home with the front 
door partially open so that you can see into the interior space, the inside corner of a garage with lots of interesting 
stuff hung on the wall and placed in containers, etc. 11” x 17” or larger 
 

Challenge 4: Demonstrate ability to Emphasize line. 
 
Use a black marker to create a line drawing of a cluttered area.  Include a variety of line thicknesses.   11” x 17” or 
larger 
 

 

 

 

 



Challenge 5: Demonstrate ability to use color theory 

 
Plan A. Use the theory of warm and cool colors:  
Use a dark paper and do a colored portrait of someone in your family who will pose for you.  Try drawing a hand 
expressively holding the chin or forehead up. Use a controlled color theory, such as using warm colors for the 
prominent areas of high relief and highlights and cool colors for the shaded or recessed areas. (Warm colors are 
red, yellow and orange. Cool colors are purple, blue and green) You may also use white and black as needed. 11” 
x 17” or larger 
 
Plan B. Demonstrate the use of fauvist color: 
Using a mirror Create a self portrait, in oil pastel, soft pastel, or paint which uses broad choppy strokes and mixes 
warm colors in the skin tones highlights, and some cooler but high intensity colors into the shadowed areas. Use 
the internet to look at self portraits of Vincent Van Gogh to prepare yourself. 11” x 17” or larger 
 

Challenge 6:  Demonstrate contrast as a primary design element.  
 
Do this drawing at night so you can control the light. Set up a light source (spot light, study lamp etc.) to create 
strong shadows. Fill the space of your drawing paper running off the edges with a drawing of an open egg cartoon 
with eggs. Use shading to sculpt the space within the carton shape and create the rounded surface of the egg. 
11” x 17” or larger 
 

Challenge 7: Create a drawing that puts an emphasis on rhythm. 
 
Fill a paper with 9-12 overlapping drawings of your hand in different positions. Over lap the drawings so that 
negative space (background) is minimal. Try holding different props in your hand. This can be done as a line 
drawing with black marker on white poster board or paper, or drawn with graded pencils, charcoal on white paper. 
11” x 17” or larger 
 

Challenge 8: Draw in a way that demonstrates an emphasis on movement  
 
Ask a friend or family member to model for you. Have them stand as if you had frozen them in a dancing pose. Do 
a 3-5 minute controlled (that means it is OK to peek) contour drawing of the person in action. Have them move 
slightly, and create a second contour, somewhat overlapping the first contour. Repeat this process drawing the 
figure several inches to the right or left, and slightly or partially overlapping the previous figure. You should have a 
stop action set of 5 or more figures moving across the page when you are finished. Use a black marker or 
charcoal pencil. 11” x 17” or larger 
 

Challenge 9: Demonstrate an awareness of perspective.  

Plan A.  
Draw on location, such as a “downtown” where you can find a series of buildings in a row. Draw the buildings in 
perspective paying attention to how the “horizontals” of the windows, doors sidewalk and roof lines seem to 
converge. Start with the building closest to you. 
 
Plan B.  
Use a model or draw yourself using foreshortening; an exaggerated sense of perspective which is created by 
drawing the closest parts of you very large. 
 
If you need to review perspective there are lots of perspective lessons on the internet if you search for 
“perspective drawing lesson.” 
 


